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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Uchucklesaht Tribe Government Urges All Political Parties to Support Federal
Legislation Introduced to Create Commissioner for Modern Treaty Implementation

November 28, 2025 - Port Alberni, BC - Uchucklesaht Tribe Government (UTG) welcomes
the reintroduction of federal legislation to establish a Commissioner for Modern Treaty
Implementation (the Commissioner), Bill C-10, introduced in the House of Commons on
September 25, 2025.

Bill C-10 is more than just another government bill - it has been an important objective of
the Land Claims Agreements Coalition for over two decades and was co-developed by
Indigenous Modern Treaty Partners, including UTG. Once enacted, Bill C-10 will establish
the independent office of the Commissioner, reporting directly to Parliament on Canada’s
effectiveness in implementing Modern Treaties and meeting its modern treaty obligations.

This legislation represents a historic step forward for all Modern Treaty Nations. Since
reclaiming self-governance through the Maa-nulth Treaty in 2011, UTG has built
governments, laws, and economies rooted in our cultural values and vision for the future.

UTG urges all Parliamentarians to put their political differences aside and support the swift
passing of Bill C-10. Implementation of Modern Treaties is - and must remain - a non-
partisan issue. Modern Treaties have been signed - and implementation challenges have
persisted - under governments formed by different political parties. Reconciliation is not a
political slogan; it is a constitutional and moral obligation. This Bill gives Parliament a
practical mechanism to make that obligation real.

More than 50 years after the first Modern Treaty was signed by the federal Crown,
Indigenous Modern Treaty Signatories continue to spend considerable time fighting for the
full, timely and effective implementation of their agreements. Establishing the
Commissioner will represent a significant step forward towards ensuring that the promises
written in our treaties are translated into action - and that the honour of the Crown is not
just rhetoric, but reality.

Modern Treaties cover about 45% of Canada’s land and sea mass, 80% of the North’s land
mass, and well over two thirds of Canada’s coastline including adjacent marine shipping
routes. Modern Treaties benefit all Canadians by creating certainty over land and
resources, fostering economic growth, and fulfilling constitutional commitments. When
Modern Treaties are implemented well, Canada prospers. When they are neglected,
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Canada’s credibility and integrity suffer. In other words, accountability is not an obstacle to
reconciliation, but rather a prerequisite. As an independent agent of Parliament standing
outside of the executive branch, the Commissioner will do just that.

Modern Treaties require - and deserve - continuous, comprehensive and specialized
attention, to ensure that none of our agreements fall through the cracks. Existing oversight
tools are ill-suited for this task. The Commissioner will provide the necessary focus and
expertise, ensuring that Parliament remains accountable to the promises made in these
constitutional agreements.

UTG hopes that Bill C-10 will receive the all-party support that it deserves.
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